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Sometimes, you and your Android phone just don’t get along: You want to watch a video and it won’t stop pinging you with notifications. You have hundreds of apps installed on your phone and trying to figure out which one is incessantly bothering you would take too much time. In these situations, the scorched-Earth method works best—provided you
don’t mind losing all your personal data. To reset your Android phone back to its pristine, fresh-from-the-factory state, simply head on over to your phone’s Settings app and look for the Backup and Restore menu. Tap on it, and you should see an option labeled Factory data reset. Selecting this option will pop up a window asking you to confirm your
selection. At this point, note that if you choose to proceed, you’ll lose all data on your phone, including your apps, photos, music, and any contacts that aren’t backed up to Gmail’s servers. If you're okay with starting over, hit the reset phone button and your phone will begin the process of reseting itself. Reseting your phone can take anywhere
between 5 and 10 minutes, depending on how much stuff you had on it. Some phones won’t let you reset them unless you have over a certain percentage of battery, so it’s best to perform this operation while the phone is plugged in and charging. Once the phone is done purging itself of all your data and apps, you're phone will be just like new—
software-wise, anyway—and you’ll be prompted to go through the setup process once more. I'll admit it: I think the base version of Google’s Android platform is a little rough around the edges-especially when compared with the iPhone, which not only “just works,” but is beautiful too. Sure, Android is cool because it’s hackable and open-source: If
you’'re willing and able, you can root your phone and make it look exactly as you want it to. That said, not everyone is comfortable with hacking a phone just to get a pretty interface. Luckily, you have some easy ways to make your Android device more attractive without hacking it. You’ll find two types of wallpaper for Android phones: regular, static
wallpaper, and dynamic, “live” wallpaper. Live wallpaper is nifty-especially when you’re showing off your Android handset to iPhone users-but it can drain your phone’s battery and bog down its software. The key to choosing live wallpaper is to make sure that isn’t too animated. Excessive animation not only negatively affects your phone’s system, but
also makes your phone look cluttered and busy. Here are a few simple, appealing live wallpapers to get you started. Nightfall Live Wallpaper Free Developer: Jason Allen Price: Free In this wallpaper you get a slowly swirling purple-and-blue night sky, with a silhouette of trees in the foreground. The full version, which costs about $1.50, allows you to
change the foreground silhouette and turn the moon and stars on and off. Shake Them All Developer: Yougli Price: Free This cute wallpaper uses your phone’s accelerometer to propel Android droids across the screen. You can customize everything from the color to how the droids react to things (they can respond to light, music, acceleration, and
gravity). Wave Live Wallpaper Developer: Crazy Zen Lab Price: Free This soothing wallpaper is inspired by the PlayStation 3 and PlayStation Portable background waves. The free version includes 11 colors, three background types, and two touch-point icons, while the full version ($1) gives you more color options and a few other interesting features
(such as shaking the phone to change the color). Best Matrix Live Wallpaper Developer: A.O.I. Studio Price: Free Who doesn’t like The Matrix? True nerds (like myself) might notice that the imagery here isn’t completely identical to The Matrix’s raining code, which uses backward Japanese characters-but it’s still pretty cool. Aurora Live Wallpaper
Developer: Ketsoyan Price: Free This simple, purple-hued wallpaper simulates the Aurora Borealis. Tapping the screen produces bursts of stars. You know those neat widgets that you can place on your phone’s home screen? They're Android-only-nothing for iPhone users here. Of course, not all widgets are created equal: While most provide useful
information, many are bulky and unattractive. Here are some widgets for your home screen that are both practical and classy. SwitchPro Developer: Droid Shogun Price: $1 This widget remakes your home screen’s toggle switches (for turning Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, and the like on and off). Not only are SwitchPro’s switches nicer than Android’s (and
customizable), but you’ll also find a lot more of them, including switches for autorotate, vibration/silent mode, and flashlight. BatteryTime Lite Developer: Motalen Price: Free BatteryTime Lite is a free battery-monitoring widget/app that puts a small battery icon on your home screen. The widget shows approximately how much charge your phone has
left, and you can tap on the widget for more details. Clockr Developer: Zehro Price: Free Clockr is an absolutely gorgeous clock widget. It’s not like your regular clock widgets: It’s text-based, which means you see the time as, say, “eight fifty seven” instead of “8:57.” This simple app is a great way to add a touch of modernity to your home screen. It’'s
customizable, too-it offers multiple ways to display the time, as well as various color combinations. Text With Style If you’'re like me, you text a lot. And let’s be serious: The Android texting app just isn’t that attractive. Fortunately, some supercharged Android texting apps out there let you do things such as add backgrounds, colors, and even custom
LED notification lights to your texts. These apps don’t modify the original texting app-they’'re separate systems-so unless you enjoy being notified twice about text messages, it’s a good idea to turn off your default texting app’s notifications. Here are a couple of texting apps to check out. Handcent SMS Developer: Handcent admin Price: Free
Handcent is a customizable texting app that lets you change the look of your texts. Handcent puts texts in bubbles-similar to the iPhone’s texting interface-which can be easier to look at. You can tweak the bubbles, text, background, and text-entry box with colors and fonts. Handcent also allows you to change the color of your LED notification light,
and it gives you the option of having pop-up notifications when you receive texts. ChompSMS Developer: ChompSMS Price: Free Although ChompSMS is very similar to Handcent, I find it slightly more aesthetically appealing. This app also puts your texts in bubbles, and lets you change the look of your texts with colors and fonts. You can change your
notification light color here as well, and choose to receive pop-up notifications when you receive texts. ChompSMS also lets you turn ads off-providing that you donate $6 via PayPal. If you want to customize more than just your phone’s home screen, you might think about downloading a home-screen-replacement app from the Android Market. Such
apps let you replace your phone’s default launcher with a customized dock, change the way your app drawer works, and make over your phone with custom icons and themes. ADW.Launcher Developer: AnderWeb Price: Free ADW.Launcher Is a free app that lets you personalize your home screen and app drawer. It replaces your desktop launcher
with a customizable dock, where you can drag and drop apps. It also has options for simplifying the look of your phone: You can hide the notification bar, hide icon labels, and modify the number of rows and columns on the desktop. Themes for ADW.Launcher are available, too-you can make your own or download premade themes from the Android
Market. Themes usually include custom icon packs and custom docks. The paid version, ADWLauncher EX (about $3.30), has even more options. LauncherPro Developer: Federico Carnales Price: Free Another home-screen-replacement app that allows you to customize your Android phone, LauncherPro lets you increase the number of home screens
(up to seven), hide app drawer apps, and loop your home screen. LauncherPro also offers themes, icon packs, and a scrollable shortcut dock, as well as an Exposé-like feature that lets you see all of your home screens at once. LauncherPro Plus Unlocker, the paid version of LauncherPro (about $3.50), features exclusive widgets. Now you have some
good ideas for customizing your phone’s interface. That said, you don’t have to install every single one of these apps right away-play around with styles, colors, and widgets, and see what looks best. Tap Settings > Privacy > App Permissions > Microphone to toggle which apps can use your microphone.If your call is muted, tap Mute so you can speak
again.If your microphone doesn't work, check that there are no obstructions. This article teaches you how to turn on your Android's microphone and what to do if it's not working. If your microphone appears to be switched off on your Android phone, it's simple to turn it back on. Here's where to look and how to enable your microphone. These
instructions and menu options are based on Android 11. Yours might be different based on which version of Android you are running. Tap Settings. Tap Privacy. Tap App Permissions. Tap Microphone. Toggle all the apps listed to the green switch. If you only want to enable the microphone on some apps, choose to toggle them accordingly. If you're
taking a call on your Android phone and you appear to be muted, so the caller can't hear you, fixing the issue is pretty easy once you know where to look. Here's what to do. Look at your phone while the call is in progress. Tap Mute to untick the relevant box. You should now be able to speak into your Android phone and be heard by the caller. The
microphone on Androids is typically at the bottom of your phone. Look at where you plug your phone in, and you'll see some vents or holes. Speak into the mic directly to be heard by others or to speak to your phone. Don't cover the microphone with your hand or fingers when you're making a call or using the microphone in some other way. If your
Android microphone doesn't appear to be working, there are some key things you can try to get it operational again. Here are some tips on what to do. Check your microphone isn't obstructed. Your microphone has openings on it, and if dirt particles accumulate, it can stop the microphone from working correctly. Check your hands or fingers aren't
covering it too when in use. Check your cell phone network signal is strong. If your cell phone signal is weak, it can affect how well your microphone appears to be working.Check the microphone is enabled. Follow the above instructions to ensure your microphone is enabled for the app with which you're trying to use it.Restart your phone. If you've
tried everything else, try rebooting your phone. That usually fixes many common issues. Repair your phone. If your phone's microphone continues not to work, you may need to have it repaired or replaced. FAQ How do you turn off the microphone on an Android phone? How do you remotely turn on your Android phone's microphone? If you're looking
for a way to turn your Android device into a remote microphone, there are apps on the Google Play Store that claim to help you accomplish this. If you download the WiFi Ear app or get the Mic Stream remote mic app, you'll need to install them on two Android devices. One will work as a microphone and one as a receiver. It's a way to join a meeting
without being physically there or turning your device into a baby monitor. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why!
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