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With	so	much	information	freely	available	via	a	simple	online	search,	taking	a	course	that	focuses	on	more	detailed	learning	—	and	takes	more	effort	—	hasn’t	been	as	popular.	Open	Culture	for	MOOCs	Click	over	to	Open	Culture	to	check	out	a	wide	range	of	free	online	MOOC	business	courses	in	one	convenient	location.	English	for	Academic	Study:
Grammar	for	Writing	-	is	a	graded	self-study	course	that	will	help	students	improve	their	academic	writing.	Photo	Courtesy:	@NavyTimes/Twitter	Good	news	feels	scarce	these	days,	but	the	events	of	2020	inspired	many	educators	to	change	their	methods	and	the	cost	of	their	courses.	Well-known	universities	like	Yale	University	and	Duke	University
host	courses,	as	do	institutions	like	the	University	of	Illinois	at	Urbana-Champaign	and	Wharton	School	of	Business	at	the	University	of	Pennsylvania.	Each	unit	introduces	you	to	key	academic	words	and	illustrates	how	to	use	information	in	a	dictionary	to	gain	a	more	effective	and	appropriate	use	of	vocabulary.	For	example,	one	of	the	items	on	the
list	is	an	audio	class	offered	by	Oxford	University	called	“Building	a	Business:	Moving	Your	Product	to	the	Market.”	This	class	covers	the	fundamentals	for	building	a	business,	but	the	course	is	from	2011.	It	sounds	a	little	rude	to	refer	to	something	as	a	MOOC,	but	in	this	case,	it’s	simply	an	acronym	for	“massive	open	online	course.”	In	truth,	the
concept	isn’t	actually	new.	The	units	take	you	step	by	step	through	the	process	of	producing	an	extended	piece	of	academic	writing.	Each	unit	includes	discussions	and	presentations	that	relate	to	the	topic	of	the	unit.	Need	some	examples?	Many	things	could	have	happened	to	alter	or	even	negate	the	information	in	the	course.	You	no	longer	have	to
go	to	a	college	or	a	university	to	take	many	business-related	courses	that	can	help	you	expand	your	career,	and	a	growing	number	of	courses	are	being	offered	at	no	cost,	a	trend	that	will	hopefully	continue	into	the	future.	Photo	Courtesy:	Mathplourde/Flickr	Despite	the	continuous	rise	in	the	cost	of	college	tuition,	the	enthusiasm	for	MOOCs	has
waned	somewhat	in	the	past	few	years.	In	most	cases,	these	courses	offer	set	timelines	for	completion,	but	they	also	usually	have	some	schedule	flexibility	built	in	to	help	you	work	around	other	commitments.	All	across	the	internet,	surprising	numbers	of	organizations	offer	free	online	business	courses,	including	colleges,	universities,	private
companies,	nonprofits	and	groups	of	entrepreneurs.	EAS:	Pronunciation	includes	unit	summaries	to	give	you	a	quick	overview	of	what	you	have	covered,	and	a	comprehensive	glossary	of	terms.	EAS:	Reading	is	based	on	an	extensive	review	of	recent	research	into	EAP	writing	methodology,	and	reflects	the	most	recent	developments	in	language
teaching	for	academic	purposes.	However,	MOOCs	can	still	make	all	the	difference	when	it	comes	to	advancing	skills	for	work,	particularly	if	you	work	in	a	specialized	field.	Authentic	texts	in	the	accompanying	Reading	&	Writing	Source	Book	provide	useful	and	interesting	background	information	for	each	topic	area	covered.	The	series	has	been
designed	for	students	on	pre-sessional	and	foundation	courses	within	an	IELTS	range	of	5.0	to	7.5+..	English	for	Academic	Study:	Speaking	-	will	help	you	develop	the	speaking	and	presentation	skills	you	need	to	participate	effectively	in	academic	seminars	and	discussions.	English	for	Academic	Study:	Extended	Writing	&	Research	Skill	-	will	help
develop	the	practical	skills	you	need	to	tackle	extended	essays	and	projects	and	encourage	the	development	of	an	independent	approach	to	studying.	The	EAS	series	comprises	eight	separate	EAP	Course	Books,	covering	the	essential	skills	for	English-medium	study.	This	course	will	require	you	to	apply	skills	and	strategies	you	have	already	studied	in
order	to	help	you	complete	a	project	independently.	English	for	Academic	Study:	Reading	-	is	designed	to	challenge	and	stimulate	students	on	pre-sessional	and	pre-departure	courses.	English	for	Academic	Study:	Listening	-	will	help	you	develop	the	listening	and	note-taking	skills	you	need	to	participate	effectively	in	academic	lectures	and	seminars.
English	for	Academic	Study:	Reading	&	Writing	–	Source	Book	-	accompanies	the	EAS:	Reading	and	EAS:	Writing	Course	Books,	which	can	be	studied	separately	or	together	in	an	integrated	course.	This	company	also	has	an	established	partner	network	of	schools	that	will	count	Sophia	credits	for	paid	courses	as	transfer	credits.	The	Garnet	English
for	Academic	Study	Series	-	a	university	preparation	course	published	in	association	with	the	University	of	Reading.	Each	unit	also	has	weblinks	offering	additional	information	and	activities,	relating	to	both	writing	skills	and	the	topics	covered	in	the	units.	They	don’t	cost	any	money	to	take,	but	they	can	help	you	learn	many	valuable	skills	to	apply	in
your	future	or	current	career.	Photo	Courtesy:	@udemy/Twitter	Coursera	Coursera	announced	in	the	spring	of	2020	that	it	was	taking	down	its	paywall	to	offer	free	credit	classes	for	a	limited	time	to	unemployed	workers.	The	written	and	listening	texts,	which	focus	on	key	academic	vocabulary,	will	allow	you	to	practise	your	pronunciation	so	that	you
can	be	understood	with	ease.	It	will	build	their	confidence	in	understanding	and	using	grammar	for	written	assignments,	so	they	can	write	accurate	English	and	communicate	more	effectively	in	academic	contexts.	Course	options	include	topics	related	to	building	your	career	and	managing	your	financial	resources.	MORE	FROM	ASKMONEY.COM
This	book	is	intended	for	self-study	outside	the	classroom	and	includes	a	complete	answer	key	and	an	achievement	test	so	that	you	can	monitor	your	progress.	The	special	Workforce	Recovery	initiative,	which	ends	on	October	31,	2020,	has	to	be	accessed	through	government	agencies	that	assist	the	unemployed	and	can’t	be	accessed	independently.
Depending	on	the	skill	or	knowledge	you	want	to	gain	and	the	developer	of	the	course,	these	free	online	options	could	include	several	virtual	lectures	per	week	at	regular	times,	a	single	lengthy	session	that	takes	place	all	at	once,	or	assignments	that	can	be	completed	at	your	own	pace	as	long	as	you	meet	a	final	deadline.	The	activities	are	designed
for	use	with	authentic	reading	texts	in	the	accompanying	EAS:	Reading	&	Writing	Source	Book.	English	for	Academic	Study:	Vocabulary	-	will	help	you	expand	and	develop	the	vocabulary	skills	you	need	to	participate	effectively	and	confidently	in	all	academic	situations.	Free	classes	are	also	available	in	math,	web	development,	entrepreneurship	and
many	other	fields	that	could	help	you	get	ahead	of	your	competition	in	the	workplace.	Each	unit	explores	a	key	aspect	of	writing	and	teaches	it	in	the	context	of	a	specific	topic	area,	e.g.,	Food	security	and	Sustainable	fashion.	Udemy	Approximately	7,000	free	classes	are	offered	at	Udemy,	with	many	in	disciplines	that	relate	to	business.	EAS:
Grammar	for	Writing	starts	at	a	relatively	low	level,	recognizing	that	many	students	require	continuing	practice	of	common	grammatical	problems	in	academic	writing	(such	as	subject-verb	agreement,	or	the	use	of	present	simple	and	present	continuous).	Authentic	source	materials,	model	answers	and	detailed	advice	are	included	to	help	support	and
guide	you.	English	for	Academic	Study:	Writing	-	will	help	you	develop	the	academic	writing	skills	you	need	to	deal	effectively	with	the	written	element	of	your	academic	study,	as	well	as	to	develop	other	important	skills	such	as	reading	research	and	critical	thinking.	All	texts	are	a	suitable	length	and	level	for	academic	study,	and	are	designed	for	use
with	the	Course	Books.	The	Course	Book	contains	step-by-step	activities	written	by	EAP	professionals	at	the	University	of	Reading’s	International	Study	and	Language	Centre.	Another	important	player	in	the	market,	Udacity,	offers	a	substantial	number	of	free	business-related	courses	to	help	you	expand	your	knowledge	and	training	but	doesn’t
provide	certifications	for	free	course	completions.	Photo	Courtesy:	courtneyk/E+/Getty	Images	Class	Central	At	Class	Central,	you	can	choose	from	a	wide	selection	of	free	online	business	courses,	ranging	from	strategic	management	and	leadership	training	to	business	accounting,	marketing	strategies	and	presentation	skills.	Each	unit	explores	a	key
aspect	of	English	pronunciation,	for	example,	the	pronunciation	of	individual	sounds,	syllables	and	word	stress	patterns.	The	tasks	in	each	unit	prepare	you	to	write	an	essay	that	will	consolidate	the	writing	skills	you	are	learning.	The	course	covers	all	the	basic	elements	related	to	digital	marketing,	including	details	on	ways	new	digital	tools	are
changing	the	three	core	elements	of	marketing:	price,	placement	and	promotion.	Be	sure	to	check	the	reference	dates	on	all	the	classes,	as	the	list	is	comprehensive	but	sometimes	a	little	out	of	date	on	certain	topics.	You	can	take	free	online	courses	to	learn	programming	code,	including	HTML,	Python	and	JavaScript.	English	for	Academic	Study:
Pronunciation	-	will	help	you	develop	the	pronunciation	skills	you	need	to	communicate	clearly	and	effectively	in	an	academic	environment.	For	instance,	approximately	160,000	people	signed	up	for	only	a	handful	of	MOOC	courses	offered	by	Stanford	University	in	2012.	Each	unit	also	has	weblinks	offering	additional	information	and	activities,
relating	to	both	pronunciation	skills	and	the	topics	covered	in	the	units.	Sophia	As	one	of	the	leaders	in	free	online	business	courses,	Sophia	lets	you	choose	from	a	wide	variety	of	courses	to	advance	your	skills	and	knowledge	in	business	areas	like	accounting,	project	management	and	macroeconomics.	If	you’re	feeling	motivated	to	start	your	own
business,	Udemy	has	a	free	course	that	covers	the	steps	for	developing	your	business	model,	including	creating	a	business	plan	and	researching	the	landscape	for	your	type	of	business.	Each	free	course	has	an	option	to	pay	for	the	course	to	earn	certifications	or	college	credits.	Each	unit	includes	video	and	audio	recordings	of	authentic	lectures	from
a	range	of	academic	fields,	including	banking,	development	economics,	marketing,	psychology	and	linguistics.	Each	text	covers	an	interesting	and	topical	issue,	with	the	aim	of	challenging	and	stimulating	the	reader.	MOOCs	were	extremely	popular	at	the	start	of	the	last	decade.	They	will	help	to	develop	both	reading	and	writing	skills.	Participants
have	until	December	31,	2020,	to	complete	their	courses.		Photo	Courtesy:	@coursera/Twitter	Otherwise,	individuals	have	the	traditional	option	of	auditing	many	Coursera	courses	for	free,	which	gives	them	valuable	skills	and	training	but	not	official	certificates	to	confirm	their	completion.	Photo	Courtesy:	@classcentral/Twitter	One	popular	example
of	a	free	course	offered	by	Class	Central	focuses	on	teaching	you	the	foundations	of	marketing	in	a	digital	world.	It	would	be	better	to	look	for	a	course	that	is	more	current.	©	Copyright	2021	English	for	Academics	Photo	Courtesy:	Solskin/DigitalVision/Getty	Images	With	the	rise	in	unemployment	and	the	surge	in	demand	for	virtual	education	in	the
U.S.,	more	people	than	ever	before	are	turning	to	online	sources	to	bolster	their	skills	through	free	online	business	courses.	Photo	Courtesy:	@sophia/Twitter	Kaplan	The	well-known	training	company	Kaplan	offers	both	free	and	discounted	courses	to	individuals	who	want	to	improve	both	their	professional	and	personal	skills	to	help	them	achieve	their
goals.	Popular	offerings	include	classes	that	focus	on	healthcare,	business,	negotiation	strategies,	computer	science	and	data	science.	There	is	also	a	learner	diary	at	the	end	of	each	unit	to	help	you	think	about	the	process	of	learning	and	the	strategies	you	are	developing.	The	written	and	listening	texts	will	give	you	different	perspectives	on	the	topic
and	provide	evidence	to	support	your	ideas	–	one	of	the	essential	features	of	academic	life.	These	have	been	recorded	in	a	genuine	academic	environment	and	are	a	perfect	way	to	prepare	for	English-Medium	study.	The	EAS:	Reading	&	Writing	Source	Book	contains	authentic	and	up-to-date	academic	texts	that	will	help	prepare	students	for	academic
life.	The	Course	Book	includes	unit	summaries	to	give	you	a	quick	overview	of	what	you	have	covered,	and	a	comprehensive	glossary	of	terms.	It	gradually	increases	the	level	of	challenge	so	that	by	the	end	of	the	book	students	can	use	appropriate	grammatical	structures	to	express	more	complex	academic	ideas.
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